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Celebrate

“Join the 50th 
Anniversary 
celebration 
over the July 
4th weekend. 
Live music, 

food, family fun and fireworks
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New developments 
under way for the  
50 year-old Harbor
Channel Islands Harbor Prop-
erties (CIHP) is in discussions 
with the County about plans to 
develop a minimum of 25,000 
sq. ft. of commercial and retail 
space and build up to 300 
apartment units. 
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10th Annual Safe 
Boating Expo

Hands on dem-
onstrations, thrill-
ing on-the-water 
rescues, the latest 
safety products, 
and more.

Continued on page 2

Ventura County 1939 
– A huge celebration 
took place with the 

opening of the Port of Hue-
neme that would provide for 
new jobs and trade. This is 
the only natural deep-water 
port between the ports of 
Long Beach/Los Angeles to 
the south and San Francisco 
to the north. 

With the building of the jetty on the 
port’s north side it wasn’t known that 
it would disrupt the natural sand 
flow along the coast and deposit that 
sand in a submarine canyon instead 
of on the beaches. With the lack of 
sand replenishing the south coast, 
erosion was rapid and greatly affected 
the adjacent US Naval base causing 
flooding and the loss of structures 
there.

First there was Port Hueneme, then came war and the birth of a new harbor

Channel Islands Harbor turns 50

In the 40s with the advent of World 
War II, the federal government took 
over the Port to act as a Pacific supply 
source. As a result and in response to 
the erosion, Congress directed the US 
Army Corps of Engineers to study the 
problem and come up with a viable 
solution for the erosion.

 The Army Corps recommended that 
a sand trap be created at what is now 
Channel Islands Harbor. With the 
building of the detached breakwall and 
the jetty structures to create the sand 
trap, it also provided the opportunity 
for a harbor to be built at this site.

A deal was struck between the County 
and two longtime landowners—the 
McGrath and Bard families—for 

For additional information call (800) 704-5620  
www.SafeBoatingExpo.com   info@SafeBoatingExpo.com   www.FaceBook.com/SafeBoatingExpo  
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U.S. COAST GUARD STATION - 4201 S. VICTORIA AVE, OXNARD 
(SOUTH OF CHANNEL ISLANDS BLVD) 

SAFE BOATING EXPO 
 

 
THE  10TH  ANNUAL  CHANNEL  ISLANDS  HARBOR 

SATURDAY, MAY 9TH, 2015 

   Watch exciting offshore helicopter, person in water & fire rescue demos at 11am & 2pm

Free Admission Free USCG Vessel Tours

 

Food and beverage  

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

SM 

Agency Booths & Displays:  Coast Guard Auxiliary, Ventura Sail and Power Squadron, Red Cross, Channel Islands National Park, Ventura County Sheriff Rescue, Channel Islands Harbor Patrol, NOAA Weather Service, Ventura County Fire Dept.,NOAA Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary
 Commercial booths, hands-on exhibits  


Free digital selective calling (DSC) registration 



Free flare inspection & disposal 
      Safety  demonstrations  




Sign-up for your Free 2015 vessel safety exam 

... with the building of the 
detached breakwall and the 
jetty structures to create the 
sand trap, it also provided 
the opportunity for a harbor 
to be built at this site.
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donation and purchase of the land 
where the Harbor is now located. 
The federal government built the 
entrance structures to create the 
sand trap. The County then funded 
the dredging of the Harbor and 
revetments to keep the waterways 
open. Sand was now able to begin  
its natural flow southward to the 
Navy base, Ormond Beach and 
Mugu Naval Air Station.

Construction for the new harbor 
began in 1959 when the Army Corps 
started moving sand from Silver 
Strand and Hollywood beaches to 
Hueneme Beach.

Harbor waters connected to the 
north of Channel Islands Harbor 
Bridge with the development of 
Mandalay Bay, a residential 129-unit 
waterfront development built by a 
joint venture of Shamrock/Voss in 
1987. The development is arranged 
in six tracts of single-family homes 
and townhouses standing on rein-
forced concrete bulkheads along a 
series of short navigable canal-like 
waterways. * 

In the last decade, harbor waters in 
the City of Oxnard have been further 
extended north of Channel Islands 

May 30, 1965—The new harbor 
opens in a new location, west of the 
original harbor in Port Hueneme. 
Fifty years later, the Harbor is still 
a favorite place to visit and many 
boaters from other ports and har-
bors come here to stay and use the 
harbor as a starting point for a trip 
to the Channel Islands National Park. 

“In early June there will be a reso-
lution at the Board of Supervisors 
meeting to recognize this anniver-
sary. Festivities planned will all have a 
60s theme,” said Lyn Krieger, Harbor 
Director.

Most summers there are nine Con-
certs in the Park, this year there will 
be 12 including one each day over 

Celebrate
50 years of Channel  

Islands harbor 
There will be lots of fun  

for everyone

the 4th of July weekend. 

“The 4th of July fireworks show will 
be enhanced lasting longer than usual, 
and there will be expanded events 
the same weekend at the Farmer’s 
market,” Krieger said.

In addition, there will be five car 
shows this summer. And, the ever-
popular Parade of Lights on Decem-
ber 12 will also carry a 1960s theme.

So keep your eye on the harbor 
web site for updates, as the harbor 
department will be adding regular 
updates to all the anniversary events. 

Just go to channelislandsharbor.org 
and join the celebration!

This photo was taken in 1962. The 
canal cuts across the roadway of 
the present day Victoria Avenue 
and continues into Port Hueneme.

Channel Islands Harbor
Continued from page 1

Kayakers and boaters enjoying the Harbor on a sunny day.
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New developments under way  
for the 50 year-old Harbor

Fifty years after it’s initial development, there are areas of 
the Harbor in need of improvement. In the last decade 
two marinas—Channel Islands Harbor Marina and Chan-

nel Islands Landing—have been replaced with modern facilities. 
Topper’s Pizza gutted the old building on Peninsula Road to open 
an updated facility. Marine Emporium Landing replaced a build-
ing and added another, the Channel Islands Maritime Museum 
reconstructed it’s new home in the old Port Royale space, a com-
pletely new public launch ramp was completed last year and, the 
Boating Center was built and is now operated by California State 
University Channel Islands. In the process, more than 1,000 feet 
of new waterfront promenade was created along with eco-friend-
ly landscaping, lighting and improved park areas.

Redevelopment of Fisherman’s Wharf on the Harbor’s east side 
and the old Casa Sirena Hotel and Lobster Trap restaurant prop-
erties on the Peninsula were stalled due to the severe recession 
of 2008. Efforts over the past decade to improve these locales 
have fallen through more than once. With the severe economic 
downturn, investors couldn’t finance their development plans. 
In the case of both Casa Sirena/Lobster Trap and Fisherman’s 
Wharf, the lease options expired and developers left. 

Today, Channel Islands Harbor Properties (CIHP), the third 
investor in seven years for the Fisherman’s Wharf parcel, is in 
discussions with the County about plans to develop a minimum 
of 25,000 sq. ft. of commercial and retail space and build up to 
300 apartment units.   

“They (CHIP) are now doing preliminary work, such as market 
studies and evaluation of the building site; soil testing to deter-
mine what kind of foundation will be needed, and the associated 
costs; building surveys for demolition costs, adequacy of water 
service, and the like,” stated Lyn Krieger, Harbor Director.

Lease negotiations are nearly complete with all parties and 
should go to the Board of Supervisors within the next 30 to 45 
days. Project concepts should go out to the public for comment in 
the early summer.

The Casa Sirena Hotel and Lobster Trap Restaurant—closed for 
the past 6 years—are in the planning stages as well. Both facili-
ties will be razed for brand new construction. The developer 
Brighton Management is planning a new hotel and restaurant. 
There is a possibility of a limited number of additional apart-
ments at the end of Peninsula Road, which would be developed 
by CHIP.

Go to channelislandsharbor.org for updates on the redevelop-
ment plans.

Harbor Bridge, giving ocean access to 
the communities of Seabridge, White 
Sails and Westport at Mandalay. 

The main Harbor area south of the 
bridge encompasses over 310 acres of 
land and water, with approximately 
2,200 boat slips, yacht clubs, restau-
rants, hotels, apartments, sport fishing 
facilities, boat yards, fuel dock, shops, 
yacht sales, marine supply, law enforce-
ment (harbor patrol), harbor admin-
istration, a US Coast Guard facility, 
search and rescue and a boating center 
operated by Cal State University Chan-
nel Islands.

Owned and operated by the County of 
Ventura, the majority of the harbor is 
operated by businesses that have been 
granted long-term ground leases by the 
Ventura County Board of Supervisors. 
Private investors develop the landside 
facilities like hotels, restaurants, shops, 
etc., is done by private investors not the 
County.

The Harbor today has 10 boat marinas 
including one commercial fishing 
marina —with two additional marinas 
serving the Seabridge and Westport 
communities. 

*Reference: http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Channel_Islands_Harbor

Aerial harbor view from  east to west with  
Santa Barbara Channel in the background.
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This year marks the 10th annual Safe Boating 
Expo in Channel Islands Harbor on Saturday, 
May 9, from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the US 

Coast Guard station located at 4201 South Victoria 
Ave., Oxnard. The event—part of the National Safe 
Boating Week—is free to the public. 

Come and watch a thrilling on-the-water rescue of a 
boater from a vessel on fire and a helicopter rescuing 
boaters in the water by swimmers from the helicop-
ter. And see the boater being rescued and taken to 
the USCG dock where you will learn the effects of hy-
pothermia and watch the individual receiving CPR.

Demonstrations will take place at 11:00 AM and 
again at 2:00 PM. Receive a free flare inspection and 
get free disposal. There will be many exhibitors and 
demonstrations, and you can eat on site with food 
and beverages provided by the Pacific Corinthian 
Youth Sailing Foundation with all proceeds going 
to support the youth sailing program in Channel 
Islands Harbor.

“Local vendors will demonstrate the latest in safety 
products and hands on training for the proper use 
of a fire extinguisher, shooting a flare, how to paddle 
board, kayak and the latest CPR techniques. There 
will be a fashion show featuring the latest styles of 
life jackets and how to use them,” said Henry Gold-
man, U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary member and chair-
man of this annual event.

Coast Guard Station boats will be open for public 
tours on the new 45-foot response boat, the 87-foot 
CG cutter Blacktip and other boats from 9:00 AM- 
4:00 PM. In addition, boaters can receive a free 
vessel safety examination for trailerable boats at the 
Channel Islands Harbor public boat launch ramp.

Local safety agencies that will be on site include the 
Red Cross, Coast Guard Auxiliary, Channel Islands 
Harbor Patrol, Oxnard Police/Fire Dive Team, Chan-
nel Islands National Marine Sanctuary and Ventura 
Sail and Power Squadron and many others.

For additional information call (800) 704-5620  
www.SafeBoatingExpo.com   info@SafeBoatingExpo.com   www.FaceBook.com/SafeBoatingExpo 
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Come for a day of exciting events at the

10th Annual Safe Boating Expo

“This event gets bigger and better every year, with 
daring demonstrations and wonderful exhibits. So 
bring the entire family to this fun and educational 
event,” Goldman said.

For more information and to sign up for a tour of 
the boats visit: www.safeboatingexpo.com or email 
cgauxpa@yahoo.com, or call 800-704-5620.

Watch a thrilling on-the-water rescue...see fire department 
personnel contain a vessel on fire...local vendors will demonstrate 

the latest in safety products and hands on training....


