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Channel Islands Harbor  
celebrates its 50th Anniversary

Ventura County – The grand 
opening for the Channel Islands 
Harbor was held in May 1965, 

about two years after the first boat 
slips opened to the public. For its 50th 
Anniversary, the Harbor Department 
is sponsoring six months of special 
activities it is calling “Celebrating the 
60s.”

The anniversary events will include 
a number of celebrations, beginning 
with the recognition of the Harbor’s 
anniversary before the County 
Board of Supervisors at 10:00 a.m., 
on June 9, 2015. Historic harbor 
photos, along with photos of recent 
renovations, will be on display in the 
Hall of Administration at the County 
Government Center from June 9-19, 
and at the Channel Islands Maritime 
Museum from June 20 - July 10. 

“Starting with the Fourth of July 
weekend, we’ll have special events 
beginning with three days of concerts, 
an arts festival, expanded fireworks 
and special Farmer’s Market events. 
There will be additional events running 

July 3rd - 5th  
CelebrationSchedule

Activities will be on the West side of the Har-
bor around Harborview Park near Cabezone 
Circle and Harbor Blvd.

July 3rd, Friday
Daytime Activities, 11am – 9pm:

• Arts & Crafts Vendors
• Live entertainment
• Children’s Activities

Sgt. Pepper; Beatles, British Invasion  
Artists; 4pm – 6pm; Harborview Park

July 4th, Saturday
• Annual 4th of July Channel Islands Harbor 

10K Race & 5K Fun Run/Walk
• 7am Registration & Check-In
• 10K & 5K Races start together at 8am 
• Annual Channel Islands Harbor 4th of July 

Children’s Parade
• Parade starts at 10:30 a.m.
• Big Adventure;  Acoustic, Electric Pop, 

Rock, 60s to today; 2pm – 4pm; Harbor-
view Park

• Daytime Activities, 1pm – 9pm:
• Arts & Crafts Vendors
• Live entertainment
• Children’s Activities
• Extended fireworks display, starting at 

9:00 pm, visible throughout the Harbor

July 5th, Sunday
• The UnUsual Suspects; Party music;  

11am – 1pm
• Fairy Tales in the Park, 2pm
• Expanded Farmers’ Market, 10am – 2pm

 

 

10:00-11:00hrs: Registration Anacapa Yacht Club            
2810 South Harbor Blvd Unit B-6 Oxnard Ca. 93035  

11:00-12:00hrs: Safety Brief and Loading of passengers 

12:00-15:00hrs: Sailing around our local area  

15:00hrs: Return to the 
Clubhouse for food, drinks 
and giveaways 

There will be no charge 
of any kind to our 
attending veterans and 
their families. 

Reservations Appreciated 
*RSVP by June 12th, 2015* 
to ensure placement on 
one of the Anacapa Yacht 
Club participating 
Sailboats. 
 

Sail Day Event details: 

Anacapa Yacht Club 
Fourth Annual  

Disabled Veterans Sail Day  
June 14th, 2015 

 Please come and be a part of our Annual Disabled Veterans Sail Day.  
We plan on taking a large group of disabled veterans on an afternoon 
sail then head back to the docks for food, drinks and giveaways.  
Please come and enjoy a day of sailing the Santa Barbara Channel.  
This is our way of saying thank you for your service to our great 
country.  

 
 

For more information on our 
June 14thth Sail Day event 
please contact:  

Anacapa Yacht Club 
E-mail: 

DAV@anacapayachtclub.com 
 

Phone:  
(805)984-0211 

 
Location:  

Anacapa Yacht Club  
Unit B-6 

2810 South Harbor Blvd.  
Oxnard Ca. 93035 

Proud Sponsors of 
Anacapa Yacht Club 
Disabled Veterans 
Sail Day 

Bayside Construction 
Elks Lodge Thousand 
Oaks 
Ventura Harbor Boat 
Yard  
Vintage Marina  
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This year marks the 
38th annual McNish 
Wooden Classic Yacht 
race hosted by Pacific 

Corinthian Yacht Club (PCYC) 
on Saturday, July 25, 2015.

“When we started this race, 
I never considered that we 
would still be doing this 38 
years later. It has a life of its 
own and just keeps going,” 
said the race’s namesake Dick 
McNish. 

Growing up in Santa Barbara 
McNish began sailing at the 
age of 12. He remembers that 
the first race he ever won was 
rowing a washtub.

“It was during the week of Se-
manautica and we made boats 
out of washtubs that we tied 
to an inner tube. This was way 
before all of the marinas that 
exist at Santa Barbara Harbor today, so 
there was a large area inside the break-
water for the race. I rowed as fast as I 
could, and won!” 

He learned to sail on a Geary 18 called 
“flatties” for their flat deck design. “It 
only cost 25 cents an hour to rent one, 
that’s how long ago it was,” McNish said.

In 1977, McNish owned a H-28 (Herre-
shoff masthead rig) and decided to join 
in a local race off Ormond Beach. His 
was the only wooden boat in the race. 
He had done okay going to the wind-
ward mark, but lost a lot of time heading downwind.

“I received a radio call from the race committee boat 
telling me they were heading in and I should record my 
own time,” McNish recalls. After this experience he de-
cided he needed a better way to race.

He contacted then PCYC Commodore Steve Smith who 
suggested he get in touch with Jim Crandall at Anacapa 

Yacht Club about starting a wooden yacht 
race. He did and the first race was a big hit 
with wooden boat owners.

“I had a lot of help from some great local 
sailors that helped us put the race on. Ed and 
Liz Maul – Liz is the sister of well-know J/24 
sailor and sail maker, Deke Klatt. The Mauls 
helped with handicapping using the stan-
dard PHRF approach for that first year, after 
several years we kept track of each entrant’s 
boats and the handicap system evolved.”

McNish says he is grateful for all the help he 
has garnered from friends to take over the 

handicapping and running of the race. “For a long time 
John Dunbar ran the race, but when he moved to Arizo-
na, Scott Harrison took over. Now it’s Kevin Dickmann 
of Anacapa Yacht Club who handles the reins”.

McNish made posters and took them to harbors up and 
down the coast. He and Crandall walked the docks and 
when they found a wooden sailboat they put a race entry 
form on the deck.

McNish Classic Yacht Race returns for 38th year
The race and its namesake going strong after all these years

Dick McNish at the helm with long-time friend and tactician Kevin Dickmann

“When we started 
this race, I never 
considered that 
we would still be 
doing this 38 years 
later. It has a life 
of its own and just 
keeps going,”
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Yacht Club about starting a wooden yacht 
race. He did and the first race was a big hit 
with wooden boat owners.

“I had a lot of help from some great local 
sailors that helped us put the race on. Ed and 
Liz Maul – Liz is the sister of well-know J/24 
sailor and sail maker, Deke Klatt. The Mauls 
helped with handicapping using the stan-
dard PHRF approach for that first year, after 
several years we kept track of each entrant’s 
boats and the handicap system evolved.”

McNish says he is grateful for all the help he 
has garnered from friends to take over the 

handicapping and running of the race. “For a long time 
John Dunbar ran the race, but when he moved to Arizo-
na, Scott Harrison took over. Now it’s Kevin Dickmann 
of Anacapa Yacht Club who handles the reins”.

McNish made posters and took them to harbors up and 
down the coast. He and Crandall walked the docks and 
when they found a wooden sailboat they put a race entry 
form on the deck.

In 1980, McNish bought Cheerio II; 
a 46-foot yawl built by Fellows and 
Stewart in Los Angeles in 1931. She 
has the distinction of being designated 
as the State of California’s 66th histor-
ic vessel and landmark. Silver screen 
idol and swashbuckler Errol Flynn 
was a previous owner of Cheerio II 
with McNish being her eighth owner.

“I bought her (Cheerio II) from the 
local Ventura Shell Oil distributers—
the Looman’s—who sailed her for 24 
years, I have sailed her for 35 years, so 
far. The owners had installed an en-

gine that ran on Shell Rotella T-30 weight diesel oil, she still runs 
on that today,” McNish said.

In 1994, McNish with the aid of local shipwright Doug Shumpert, 
replanked Cheerio II with white oak hand picked by his son-in-
law at Eden Saw in Washington and shipped it to Ventura. During 
the classic race in 2011 the mast broke causing McNish and crew 
to take a DNF (did not finish), and she didn’t get back in the water 
until late May 2012.

“After being replanked and getting a new mast, she is almost like a 
new boat,” quipped McNish.

In 1989 the classic race name was changed to the McNish Classic 
Yacht Race, in honor of Dick and wife Juanita. 
“It’s a very nice honor to have something like 
this named after you, especially when you’re 
still alive,” quipped McNish.

According to PCYC Staff Commodore Patty 
McInnes (Commodore 1989), “It just made 
sense to name it McNish. He’s a great guy, and 
a great sailor.” And that seems to sum up the 
reason for the continued interest in this race, 
averaging 30 boats a year, with most repeating 
year after year. Like close friend Walter Rus-
sakoff who has sailed in every McNish Classic 
since 1977 and will be in this year’s race, too.

One of the things, McNish is proud of is his 
long-term relationship with the Harbor de-
partment staff. 

“They have been very supportive through the 
years, we keep them apprised of our event activities and they help 
us get it done. It’s nice to have such a good working relationship 
with local authorities,” said McNish.

Dick McNish and crew racing downwind on 
Cheerio II

McNish bought 
Cheerio II; a 46-
foot yawl built 
by Fellows and 
Stewart in Los 
Angeles in 1931. 
... swashbuckler 
Errol Flynn was a 
previous owner

Wooden Classic yachts rafted at PCYC’s 
guest dock
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This year the race will run on 
Saturday, July 25, with boats 
arriving to the harbor from 

Santa Barbara, San Diego, Orange 
County and Marina Del Rey on 
Thursday and Friday,  July 23 and 24 
with many at the club’s guest dock. 
It’s a great way to see these grand 
dames from the past.
The start line is offshore of the 
Channel Islands Harbor detached 
break wall. The 17-mile triangular 
racecourse is specifically created for 
wooden yachts and all entrants must 
have been designed before 1952. 
The race includes rounding oil platform Gina to starboard, a long reach to the number 2 red navigation buoy 
at Ventura Harbor and then a downwind run back to Channel Islands Harbor to the finish.
“The race has a reverse or inverted start, so the slower boats start first, this way most of the fleet crosses the 
finish line close together. When we have a good wind the finish is beautiful with all the colorful chutes or 
spinnakers billowing in the breeze,” McNish said. 
McNish says he felt the race had really “made it” when Dennis Conner decided to enter the annual event 
in 2008 and has raced each year since, with the exception of 2014, due to a prior commitment. The famed 
America’s Cup skipper has a knack—every time he enters, he wins. 
“Dennis is so dedicated that the year he raced his 102-year old boat Fame, she had no engine, so he trucked 
her up from San Diego and back. He won of course. For Dennis it’s all about the sport and the winning!” 
McNish stated. 
Conner’s bought his 40-foot BB Crowninshield-designed Long Island Sound gaff schooner Fame in 2009 
for $17,000. The yacht had won many Great Lakes races, but she was in disrepair.  By the summer of 2010, 
he had her sailing again at the age of 100 years old. The famed naval architect Crowninshield designed and 
built Fame in 1910 for his personal use. He wanted to create “the largest and fastest boat he could handle 
and take care of alone.”
McNish says he plans to keep the race going until his 90th birthday in 2017. He and his friend Walter Russa-
koff both plan to race one more time in the Newport to Ensenada Race that year, as they both will turn 90.
“We’ll go along for the ride, and have the younger crew run the boat,” he said.
The McNish Classic Yacht Race festivities start on Friday night July 24 at PCYC with a free taco bar for all the 
racers. After the race, trophies will be awarded in each class for Best Elapsed Time, Bristol Boat and the “First 
to Finish” skipper will receive the coveted Strathmore Cup and his weight in champagne. 
For more information about the race please contact Kevin Dickmann at (805) 312-7319 or Scott Harrison at 
(805) 985-3363 or the Pacific Corinthian Yacht Club office at (805) 985-7292. 

The Race

(L-R): Finishing first overall, Dennis Conner receives  
Strathmore Cup from Dick McNish at 2013 classic race.
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all the way into December,” said Harbor 
Department director Lyn Krieger. “There will 
be a series of summer concerts, fun runs, car 
shows, children’s programs and it all finishes 
off with our fabulous Parade of Lights in 
December. Running through all of it will be 
our Celebrating the 60s theme.”

As the first recreational harbor in Ventura 
County, Channel Islands Harbor has become 
one of the largest in California, after Marina 
Del Rey and San Diego in southern California. 
It now includes over 300 acres of land and 
water, but the initial development included 
only a small portion of the current harbor area. 
Additional construction took place over the 
years, including the west channel of the harbor, 
along Harbor Boulevard and Peninsula Road. 

Development of the harbor has been largely 
accomplished through leases with private 
developers, who have constructed eight 
marinas (not including the three constructed 
by the County) comprising over 2,200 boat 
slips, two hotels, two yacht club buildings, 
two boat yards, three shopping areas, two 
freestanding restaurants, a Maritime Museum, 
over 100 condominiums and 400 apartments.  
In addition, public agencies have provided 
parks, restrooms, the public launch ramp and 
parking for the public.

The free concerts performing on the July 3-5 weekend will feature 
bands who perform 60s music, like Sgt. Pepper, above.

An aerial of the harbor c. 2005

Starting with the Fourth 
of July weekend, we’ll 
have special events 
beginning with three 
days of concerts, an 
arts festival, expanded 
fireworks and special 
Farmer’s Market events. 
There will be additional 
events running all the way 
into December

This year will feature expanded 4th of July fireworks

Continued from page 1
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10:00-11:00hrs: Registration Anacapa Yacht Club            
2810 South Harbor Blvd Unit B-6 Oxnard Ca. 93035  

11:00-12:00hrs: Safety Brief and Loading of passengers 

12:00-15:00hrs: Sailing around our local area  

15:00hrs: Return to the 
Clubhouse for food, drinks 
and giveaways 

There will be no charge 
of any kind to our 
attending veterans and 
their families. 

Reservations Appreciated 
*RSVP by June 12th, 2015* 
to ensure placement on 
one of the Anacapa Yacht 
Club participating 
Sailboats. 
 

Sail Day Event details: 

Anacapa Yacht Club 
Fourth Annual  

Disabled Veterans Sail Day  
June 14th, 2015 

 Please come and be a part of our Annual Disabled Veterans Sail Day.  
We plan on taking a large group of disabled veterans on an afternoon 
sail then head back to the docks for food, drinks and giveaways.  
Please come and enjoy a day of sailing the Santa Barbara Channel.  
This is our way of saying thank you for your service to our great 
country.  

 
 

For more information on our 
June 14thth Sail Day event 
please contact:  

Anacapa Yacht Club 
E-mail: 

DAV@anacapayachtclub.com 
 

Phone:  
(805)984-0211 

 
Location:  

Anacapa Yacht Club  
Unit B-6 

2810 South Harbor Blvd.  
Oxnard Ca. 93035 

Proud Sponsors of 
Anacapa Yacht Club 
Disabled Veterans 
Sail Day 

Bayside Construction 
Elks Lodge Thousand 
Oaks 
Ventura Harbor Boat 
Yard  
Vintage Marina  
 

4th Annual Disabled 
Veterans Sail Day

The event is free for attending veterans and 
their families

For the fourth straight year, veterans will be able to 
go out to sea for a day on Sunday, June 14. Ana-
capa Yacht Club is hosting this year’s event. 

Last year, the sail day was hosted by Channel Islands 
Yacht Club and, in attendance were vets from four 
wars—WWII, Afghanistan, Viet Nam and Korea. 

The event has grown from 20 vets getting out on boats 
in the first year of the event, to 80 on the water in 
40-boats last year with sail and powerboats from four 
yacht clubs—Ventura, Pacific Corinthian, Anacapa and 
Channel Islands. 

Harbor director to lead vital 
state group for second term

Channel Islands Harbor 
director Lyn Krieger was 
recently selected for a second 
term as chair of the California 
Marine Affairs and Navigation 
Conference (CMANC). Each 
term is one year, with some 
chairs serving two terms. 
Krieger has been a member of 

CMANC since 1996 when she was hired as director of 
the County Harbor Department.

This consortium of California harbors, ports 
and marine interest groups has as its mission to 
optimize California maritime benefits by providing 
advocacy for the maintenance and improvement of 
California harbors, ports and navigation projects, 
like the all important dredging to keep the 
waterways navigable. The consortium works with 
the California congressional delegation to ensure 
that the federal and state government supports 
California maritime interests.

Fairy Tales Come Alive at  
Channel Islands Harbor
Bring the entire family and join in the fun
Gypsies in a Trunk is an all-volunteer troupe of ac-
tors who perform fairy tales for the young and young 
at heart.  The troupe’s love of children’s theatre has led 
them to perform every May through September all over 
Ventura County.  The shows are free with donations sug-
gested. 

Channel Islands Harbor presents Fairy Tales at the 
Park at the north end of Harbor View Park, just south of 
Marine Emporium Landing, situated between Cabezone 
Circle and Barracuda Way on Harbor Blvd. All perfor-
mances begin at 2:00 p.m.

Upcoming performances:
June 7 Peter Pan 2: Hook’s Revenge
July 5               Cinderella
Aug. 2              The Emperor’s New Clothes
Sept. 6             The Snow Queen: A Frozen Adventure
For more information, visit www.channelislandsharbor.
org. You can also visit Gypsies in a Trunk website at: www.
fairytalesinthepark.com. 


