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ourists aren’t 
the only ones to 

recognize a good 
thing when they see 

it at Channel Islands 
Harbor. Good food, 
sheltered water, tem-
perate climate – they’re 
enough to warm any sea 
lion’s heart. And appar-
ently the word is out on 
whatever passes for “the 
street” in their world, 
because the Harbor has 
become their stomping 
ground in record num-
bers this winter.

According to Sgt. Dan Smock of 
the Channel Islands Harbor Patrol, 
there has been a large increase 
in the seal / sea lion population 
throughout the Santa Barbara 
Channel in recent years. Some of 
the better beaches at the islands 
themselves have become “standing 
room only” affairs for these ani-
mals. So it’s only natural that they 
have expanded their foraging area, 
and Channel Islands Harbor is now 

Sea Lions Living the Good Life In  
Channel Islands Harbor

on the radar of more of them than 
at any time in recent memory.

Other harbors, notably those 
further south like Newport Beach, 
have had to contend with unwanted 
numbers of sea lions for many 
years. They have become nuisances 
on some marina docks, and even in-
habit the cockpits of boats at anchor 
when the owners are away. Here 
in our harbor, the biggest problem 
has been found on docks near the 
harbor entrance, particularly at the 
Channel Islands Boating Center, 

which has a launch ramp 
that is extremely convenient 
for the sea lions to use to 
get from the water to the 
docks. The colorful solution 
for many dock owners has 
become a row of orange 
Home Depot buckets filled 
with water and lined along 
the dock edges.  It seems 
to deter all but the most 
determined sea lions.

Sgt. Smock notes a safety 
concern as well, for those 
who are attracted by the 
cuteness of the critters 

without fully appreciating their 
mass or their teeth. When ap-
proached too closely, especially 
the bull sea lions can turn ag-
gressive and charge, even more 
especially during mating season in 
the spring. A word to the wise...

But mostly they just seem to 
enjoy the good life at the harbor. 
As Sgt. Smock says, “they’re 
very intelligent animals, and they 
know a comfortable situation 
when they find it.”  Who can 
blame them?
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January 

all month

Celebration of the Whales:  
Whale Watching Excursions

17 – 24  

Tall Ships: Lady Washington  
& Hawaiian Chieftain

February 

all month 
Celebration of the Whales:  
Whale Watching Excursions

march 
all month  
Celebration of the Whales:  
Whale Watching Excursions

19  

Farmers’ Market  
Whale Fun Day

april 

all month 
Celebration of the Whales:  
Whale Watching Excursions

may 
7  
Gypsies in a Trunk present  
“Fairy Tales in the Park”

13   

Channel Islands Harbor Safe 
Boating Expo

June 
4  
Fairy Tales in the Park

18   

Father’s Day Car Show 

CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR
2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July 
1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Concerts by the Sea Summer 
Concerts Series

2  
Fairy Tales in the Park

4   
Fireworks by the Sea

15- 16  
Channel Islands Harbor Fine 
Arts & Crafts Series

16  
Central Coast British Car Club 
Car Show

tbd 

Vintage VW Car Show
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august  
5, 12, 19, 26  
Concerts by the Sea Summer 
Concerts Series

6  
Fairy Tales in the Park

september

3  
Fairy Tales in the Park 

october  
29  
Farmer’s Market Pumpkin  
Fun Day

Roam’n Relics 38th Annual 
Car Show

december  
3, 10, 17, (24 - closed)  
Farmers’ Market Holiday  
Arts & Crafts

9   

Annual Parade of Lights

FLAGSHIP HARBOR PROJECTS 
MAKE STRIDES IN 2016
Following the completion of the Boating Safety & Instruction Center several 
years ago, all eyes around Channel Islands Harbor turned their attention 
to the progress of the two major redevelopment projects remaining at the 
harbor, and 2016 proved to be a significant year for both of them. Brighton 
Management Co. secured final approval for its concept for the replacement 
of the former Casa Sirena Hotel and Lobster Trap Restaurant. And Channel 
Islands Harbor Partnership (CIHP) moved a crucial step closer to ultimate 
approval for its design of a new mixed-use project on the site of the former 
Fishermans Wharf.

New Hotel on the Peninsula
Brighton, which had received approval in 2015 from the County Board of 
Supervisors for its popular proposal to demolish and replace the old Casa 
Sirena hotel, faced the final challenge in 2016, which was to secure approval 
from the California Coastal Commission. The Commission took up the 
project at its July meeting in San Diego, and after predominantly supportive 
comments in the public hearing, the Commission gave unanimous approval 
for the project to proceed.

With all discretionary approvals in hand, Brighton was in a position to secure 
a commitment for a hotel franchise, which occurred in the summer. Brighton 
announced that the Hyatt flag will fly at the new hotel on the Peninsula, in 
their extended-stay format branded “Hyatt House.”

The next stage is the actual demolition and construction at the site. Archi-
tectural plans have been submitted to the County building staff, and their 
review and approval are anticipated in the first half of 2017.  

Fishermans Wharf Redevelopment 
It was a significant year for the CIHP proposal to rebuild the Fishermans 
Wharf site into a mixed-use residential/commercial project. The develop-
ers had held dozens of community meetings to test their design concepts, 
receive feedback from local residents and businesses, and refine their plan 
to reflect the comments where feasible. After solidifying the design and 
program for the site, which includes apartments, retail and restaurant space 
along the waterfront, as well as public walkways and a park, the project was 
taken up by the County Board of Supervisors in June, for a decision which 
would be the final discretionary approval needed at the local level. With the 
hearing chamber full of speakers both for and against, after several hours of 
testimony, the Board gave its unanimous approval for the project to move 
forward to the Coastal Commission in 2017. Details on the current version 
of the project can be found on-line at www.channelislandsharbor.org.



HARBOR NEWS

4

unshine, water, fun, fitness, teamwork 
all equals rowing? Yep, rowing, compet-

itive team rowing.  The harbor communi-
ty is pleased to welcome the 805 Rowing 

Club to its array of amenities offered to 
the residents of Ventura County.

Harrison Zilli became passionate about competitive 
team rowing while attending Oaks Christian High 
School in Westlake where he is currently a Senior, 
but the commute to Marina del Rey to row was too 
demanding, leading him to establish his own rowing 
club for high school boys and girls in Ventura County, 
and the 805 Rowing Club was born. 

According to Harrison, “The Channel Islands Har-
bor has ideal rowing conditions for our club. We are 
excited to be based there and welcome any high 
school boy or girl who are interested in learning how 
to row”.  

The club, based in Channel Islands Harbor, is the 
proud owner of an eight-man boat as well as a 4 
man and 2 man boat. The club is coached by Nick 
Kenworthy-Browne, who formerly coached the 
men’s light-weight crew team at Oxnard University 
in England as well as the men’s crew teams at Boston 
University and USC, and is assisted by Jake Coert 
who rowed at Cal and was on the US Men’s Junior 
Olympic rowing team.

Aside from all the health benefits -- all-body fitness, 
strength, endurance, both physical and mental – 
rowing also provides scholastic opportunities for high 
school students to go on to higher education insti-
tutions.  According to Coach Kenworthy-Browne, 
40% of all college scholarships offered to girls are 
in rowing.  Furthermore, 17% of all college rowers 
benefit from some type of athletic scholarship, as 
opposed to only 1% of participants in the “major” 
sports such as football, baseball or basketball.   
Rowing provides not only a fun and different type of 
exercise for healthy living but also a different avenue 
for our young people to compete in a team sport 
that is a pathway to an affordable college education 
at prestigious colleges.

Exciting times are ahead for Channel Islands Harbor.  
The addition of the 805 Rowing Club adds another 
dimension to the services and amenities the Harbor 
offers to the surrounding communities.  For more 
information on rowing programs, please contact the 
805 Rowing Club at 805 501 3432, or visit the web-
site at www.805rowingclub.com.

805 Rowing Club Comes to Channel Islands Harbor

The club is coached by Nick Kenworthy-
Browne, who formerly coached the men’s 
light-weight crew team at Oxnard University 
in England as well as the men’s crew teams 
at Boston University and USC, and is 
assisted by Jake Coert who rowed at Cal  
and was on the US Men’s Junior Olympic 
rowing team.


