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Channel Islands Landing Marina and 
Boatyard — Keeps improving under new ownership

One year ago, Greg Schem 
bought the Channel 
Islands Landing Marina 

and Boatyard from long-time 
owner Frank Butler. And during 
this time, he has invested $1.5 
million as part of the ongoing 
revamping of the facility.

Under Butler’s ownership, the 
marina was completely renovat-
ed including increased boat slip 
capacity from 91 to 157. New 
restrooms/shower facilities and 
a laundry room for slip holders 
were installed. All new concrete 
docks and ADA ramps were 
part of the renovation including 

a new harbor-side promenade landscaped 
with drought tolerant plants and modern 
lighting to increase and improve public  
access to the east side of the harbor. The cost 
of the project that was completed in 2011 was 
$8.5 million.

“I am not only continuing on the improve-
ment of the facilities, I am going beyond the 
previous scope of work,” stated Schem in a 
recent interview.

Real estate investor and developer and 
President of The BoatYard in Marina del Rey, 
a full service marina with dedicated boat 
services on site, Schem is always looking for 
ways to improve services for boaters.

As a life long boater, Schem decided to  
focus his energies on the boating industry 
full time. Since buying the 14.5-acre parcel, 
Schem has staffed up to improve customer 
service on site. So far, he has hired an addi-
tional 10 employees and will be hiring about 
16 more as the project moves forward.

“As a boater, I see things from the waterside. 
Most developers around the marina in 
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Seacoast Yacht Sales Expands Operations 
into Channel Islands Harbor

Seacoast Yacht Sales co- 
owner Brian Coryat, is a 
well-known pioneer of  

Internet marketing since 1995 
when he launched the Internet 
Directory Listing Service.  After 
that he created Web-Ignite, and 
ValueClick where he earned the 
Ernst and Young Entrepreneur 
of the Year Award in 2000 for 
eCommerce, and more recently 
Local Market Launch. 

This tech savvy entrepreneur 
is an avid angler and boater 
as well, and with the advent of 
Seacoast Yachts Sales in Santa 
Barbara he instituted a new way 
of reaching clients by taking his 
yacht brokerage into the new 
‘millenium’ by putting everything 
into the “cloud”.

Recently, Coryat partnered with 
Bob Nahm, one of the most well 
respected yacht brokers in the 
boating community. Nahm is the 
co-owner and manager of the new 
Seacoast of Channel Islands. 

“We have a sales team with 
combined experience of over 55 
years of yacht sales in southern 
California and between us we 
have virtually sold every name 
brand boat, power and sail,” 
said Nahm. Joining Nahm are 
Bill Kahn, Craig Watkins, Rick 
Christensen and Tim Broue to 
complete the team located at 
Channel Islands Landing Marina 
in the Harbor.

With Coryat’s technology and his 
brokerage experience, he feels he 
has the dream team of yacht savvy 
staff to provide excellent service to 
the yachting community. 

“We have methods to help move 
the business forward. We are 
working to be more efficient in 
the yacht world. With Google 
drives and docks in the cloud, we 
can be virtually paperless. And, 
by using the “cloud” we can do 

a better job of tying economies 
together, in the U.S. and glob-
ally,” said Coryat.

Business is growing, according 
to Coryat, in the Santa Barbara 
office.  This year has been the 
best year by far since opening 
there in 2006.

“Lots of brokerages didn’t  
survive the economic downturn. 
I see growth opportunity in 
Channel Islands Harbor. Many 
newer residents have moved 
into the harbor communities, 
like Seabridge, and owning a 
boat is still on their “bucket 
list,” Coryat stated.

Coryat, who says he has been 
boating his whole life, currently 
owns Stars, a Tollycraft 57, but 
he is looking for a newer boat. 
He is also interested in getting a 
J105 to race in Santa Barbara.

“Yacht sales are about building 
relationships. Bob (Nahm) and 
I have worked together on boat 
deals over the years and he and 
his team have the experience 
needed to move the business 
forward,” stated Coryat.

Co-owner and manager Nahm 
currently serves as Secretary/
Treasurer for the Channel 
Islands Harbor Foundation. 
He was an integral part of the 
Foundation when funds were 
being raised to build the  
Channel Islands Boating Center. 
He also was instrumental in 
the redevelopment of  Channel 
Islands Landing Marina and 
Boatyard under the ownership 
of Frank Butler.

“Lots of brokerages didn’t 
survive the economic 

downturn. I see growth 
opportunity in Channel 

Islands Harbor. Many newer 
residents have moved into 
the harbor communities, 

like Seabridge, and owning 
a boat is still on their 

“bucket list.”

Seacoast Yeacht Sales co-owner Bryan Coryat
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Channel Islands Maritime Museum—

World-class Art in Our Own Backyard

If you haven’t visited the  
Museum, you are missing out 
on some amazing examples of 

maritime art. Housed in the 12,000 
sq. ft. space with grand views of the 
harbor and local mountains is a 
world-class collection of exquisite 
model ships and nautical paintings. 
Also included here are two impor-
tant maritime collections. One is the 
Marple collection, built by master 
modeler Edward Marple who  
experimented with ship modeling 
by first constructing two models 
made from kits with solid wooden 
hulls. 
The completed models are beauti-
ful examples of Marple’s capability. 
He then moved on to extremely  
detailed scratch-built plank-on-
frame models.
The second collection consists of 
nine Prisoner of War models from 
the Napoleonic Wars circa 1790 
to 1815. The prisoners developed 

The Museum’s art exhibits caught the 
eye of the L.A. Times travel blogger 
Matt Moody. Read about his perspec-
tive on the museum’s collection and it’s 
importance in maritime history. 
Oxnard Museum awash in 
world class art
By Matt Moody LA Times
November 10, 2014—Tucked 
away in a harbor better known for 
fishing and paddle boarding is the 
Channel Islands Maritime Mu-
seum in Oxnard, a treasure chest 
of maritime art that rivals some 
of the finest European and U.S. 
collections.
 Among the 72 original paintings 
on display are seascape paintings 
by masters of the Dutch Golden 
Age of the 17th century, works 
from the 18th and 19th century 
by English Romantic painters, and 
French Impressionist works by 
Eugene-Louis Boudin, a mentor of 
Monet.
To read this article in its entirety, 
please paste the following link in 
your browser: http://www.latimes.
com/travel/deals/la-trb-califor-
nia-oxnard-maritime-museum-
awash-in-art-20141107-story.
html#

a small business building model 
ships and selling them to the British. 
Hundreds of these ships were built 
and most were actually made from 
bones left over from their meals.

The U.S. Coast Guard art on 
display
As a salute to the brave men and 
women of the United States Coast 
Guard, the museum is presenting 
the Coast Guard Art Program, 
telling the story of the service’s 
missions, heroes and history in 
a visiting exhibit now through 
March 15, 2015. 
This special collection comprises 
1,800 works that depicts the daily 
missions of the nearly 42,500 men 
and women on active duty in the 
Coast Guard. 
Through amazing works of art, 
see how Coast Guard personnel 
perform a myriad of duties that 
include homeland security, search 

and rescue, marine environmental 
protection, drug interdiction,  
military readiness and natural  
resource management. Other 
works depict sea and air assets  
in action. 
The museum is open seven days a 
week from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
For more information, please visit 
vcmm.org or call 805.984.626

Located at 3900 Bluefin Circle on the west side of Channel Islands Harbor, the museum sits 
next to the Channel Islands Boating Center and theWhales Tail Restaurant.
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Continued from page 1
Marina Del Rey think, nice view 
when they develop a property. 
But they know little about what 
boaters want,” Schem stated.

In addition to the two marinas and 
boat yards, Schem also operates 
the Marina Del Rey fuel dock and 
mega yacht facility with capacity 
to berth boats up to 300 feet.

“People marvel at the sight of 
these yachts and many take their 
boats and skiffs out just to take 
a look at them. I want the Chan-
nel Islands Landing Marina and 
Boatyard to be the best in  
Ventura County,” stated Schem.

In the past year, Schem has 
removed derelict vessels from 
boat dry storage, installed all new 
fencing and block wall that faces 
Victoria Blvd., put in new 50-ton 
and 75-ton lifts.

He also removed the old cranes 
for hoisting dry storage yachts in 
and out of the harbor and installed 
one “stiff arm” crane and a boom 

more next to the dry storage that 
will include an on-site mechanic 
and storage lockers for dry storage 
boats.

“The construction plans are mov-
ing forward, and will cost an addi-
tional $1.5 million,” stated Schem.

crane, at a cost  
of $150,000.

“The boatyard 
needed proper drainage, so we 
are putting in a central clarifier, 
that will take out all the pollutants 
and leave zero discharge, nothing 
will spill into the harbor, on the 
street or the boatyard,” explained 
Schem.

Additional construction plans in 
the works include a new admin-
istration building near the main 
entrance to the marina and one 

A bird’s eye view of the Channel Islands Landing Boatyard  
and new equipment.

Great Local Theatre at Fisherman’s Wharf
The Elite Theatre Company’s 2014 One-Act Play Competition 
had its biggest turnout in the 5-year history of the competition 
with 297 submissions from U.S. and Canadian playwrights. Five 
one-act plays were chosen from 297 submissions from North 
American playwrights. and will be presented at their Sixth  
Annual One-Act Festival playing now through February 1, 2015.
February 20 - March 29—The Complete Works of Shakespeare 
(abridged), parodies the plays of William Shakespeare with all of 
them being performed by only three actors. Typically, the actors 
use their real names and play themselves rather than certain 

characters, with the actors speaking directly to the audience during much of the play, with some scenes involv-
ing audience participation.
Celebarting their 20th season, the Elite brings together the local talents of amateurs and professionals who share 
a passion for theater and who generously volunteer their time on stage and behind the scenes. This collabora-
tion creates a variety of quality live theatrical productions showcased in their unique setting. 
Call (805) 483-5118 or visit http://www.elitetheatre.org

“I want the 
Channel 
Islands 
Landing 
Marina and 
Boatyard to 
be the best 
in Ventura 
County.”


